
DISPROPORTIONATE MINORITY CONTACT
What is Disproportionate Minority Contact?
	 •	 Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) refers to the overrepresentation of minority 		
		  youth at every stage of the juvenile justice system, from arrest and detention to 
		  probation and commitment.

	 •	 Overrepresentation exists when the percentage of minority youth present at various 		
		  stages of the juvenile justice system exceeds their proportion in the general population.

Why does DMC matter?
	 •	 Public perception of racial bias in the juvenile justice system undermines public 
	 	 confidence in the ability of the system to conduct the fair administration of justice.

	 •	 Juveniles detained at arraignment are more likely to be committed at disposition.

	 •	 Time spent in detention increases the likelihood of the child being a repeat offender.

	 •	 Detention increases negative peer interactions and disrupts positive connections 
		  in the community.

	 •	 Juveniles in detention often receive poorer educational, medical, mental health, 
		  and recreational services.

	 •	 Juveniles in detention suffer more instances of assault, suicide, illness and 
		  psychological trauma than those not held in detention.

For more information, please contact:

H. Lee Lindsey, DMC Coordinator
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Unit

Department of Health and Human Services
Division of Youth Services
P.O. Box 1437, Slot S-503

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203-1437
Phone 501-682-1708   Fax 501-682-2492


